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he considers to be his duty by his countrymen. For spotless purity of
life, for utter selflessness, and for sustained public activity without caring
for reward or praise, it will be difficult to find Mr. Naoroji's equal, not
only in India but, we may say without exaggeration, in any part of the
globe.

Indian 0^iw0n,13-8-1904

198. FOOT-PATHS IN THE TRANSVAAL
Last week there took place in the Legislative Council an interesting
discussion on the amendment proposed by the Colonial Secretary, in
the Municipal Corporation Ordinance, giving the right to the Municipali-
ties to
prohibit the use of the side-walks of any public street by Natives not holding
letters of exemption, issued under the Coloured Persons Relief Proclamation,
1901, and by coloured persons who are not respectably dressed and well-con-
ducted.
This amendment was opposed by Mr. Brink and, as might be expected,
was seconded by Mr. Loveday. The honourable gentleman said that
the old regulations ought not to be tampered with. Now the old town
regulations prohibit the use of the side-walks by Coloured people entirely,
and it was said that it was a trespass upon the rights and privileges of the
people for the Government to make any change whatsoever in the old
law. The Attorney-General stated that, under the old law, a Kaffir even
when entering a shop was liable to be arrested for being on the foot-path.
He also said that it was practically a dead letter, and that even during
the Republican regime, respectably dressed Coloured people were not
interfered with. To that, we may add the instance of an Indian who was
pushed off the foot-path, and who approached the then British Agent.
The British Agent at once took up the defence of the Indian and made
a strong representation to the State Secretary, Dr. Leyds, who sent a letter
of apology and said that it was under a mistake and misapprehension
that the police interfered with the Indian who was walking on the foot-
path, and he assured the British Agent that such occurrences would not
be repeated. No protest was made by Mr. Loveday then against such
a relaxation of the law, but now that the Government wishes to recognise
the relaxation, Mr. Loveday and his friends are indignant. And yet it
must be apparent to anybody that the Government amendment is, although
meant to give relief, nothing less than an affront, because to make distinc-
tions with reference to use of side-walks is so foreign to British traditions.
It can only be in this enlightened twentieth century, and that in the
Transvaal, tah in the name of that Government such a thing is possible.
And the proviso as to [being] 'respectably dressed and of good conduct/
is so elastic that, under it, unless the police have very special instructions,
much mischief may be done. Even Dr. Turner, official member though he is,